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Fortis Lisa Ray “Spirit of Life award” -Honoring The

Cancer Bravehearts

An inspiration for cancer patients

Deepa Sarmna Gawli

To honour the cancer patients
who have conquered the dis-
ease with confidence and did-
n'tlet it affect their zest for liv-
ing. a Mulund-based hospital
awarded them with Fortis Lisa
Ray Spirit of Life Award 2011.

The award by Fortis Cancer
Institute was presented by
renowned actor and cancer
survivor Lisa Ray. Of the 79 en-
tries for this award, the panel
of judges shortlisted 10 nomi-
nees, of which three were se-
lected for final round. The cri-
teria for selection of the award
was based on parameters like
willpower, positive attitude,
ability to fight against cancer,
compliance and completion of
the treatment, tolerating treat-
ment, acceptance of the disease
and ability to motivate among
others.

Speaking on the occasion,
Lisa Ray said, “We wish to cel-
ebrate the spirit of life that ex-
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Actor Lisa Ray (left) at the award ceremony -SM Kabeer DNA

ists within each of the cancer
conquerors through this award.
Overcoming cancer is not about
healing the body, it’s about
healing the mind. As a patient,
Ihad to go through fear and iso-
lation, itis human. I have leamnt
that conquering cancer is all
about attitude, I was blessed to
find immense support because
I sought for it.™

\

“Being a cancer survivor, |
can surely say that this initia-
tive will bring to the forefront
many cancer advocates who
are great inspires,” added Lisa
while commenting about this
imbatve,

Dr Mary Francis, who fought
her battle against cancer and
was one of the awardees said,
“1faced cancer with confidence

without letting the disease af-
fect my zest for life. God has
given me anew life and | would
like to use it positively by
spreading awareness about
cancer and to urge people to
face with the right spirit. If you
have the will and determina-
tion, you can face this dreaded

Of the 79 entries for the
Lisa Ray Fortis award,
the panel of judges
shortlisted 10, of which
three were finalised

disease and come out victori-
ously™. Mary who owns a clin-
ical research company, isa bom
fighter. She bravely fought
against the disease. While she
was undergoing surgery and
chemotherapy. she continued
doing her routine activities
both at home and at work. She
even dared to travel to France
during her battling phase,
Geepa_sadnaindianct
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Dr. Mary Francis, who owns a clinical research company, is a born fighter. She bravely fought against the disease. While she was undergoing surgery and
chemotherapy, she continued doing her routine activities both at home and at work. She even dared to travel to France during her battling phase.
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